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Prospects of Increasing Geopolitical Risks and Its Solutions
—How To Live in an Era of New Normal —
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Kazumasa Kusaka has been Chairman and CEO of the Japan Economic Foundation (JEF) since
April 1, 2013, and is also a Professor at University of Tokyo Graduate School of Public Policy.
He previously served for 36 years in Japan’s Ministry of International Trade and Industry
(MITI), rising to become vice-minister for international affairs in the reorganized Ministry of
Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) in 2004. During his long career in public service, Kusaka
was seconded to the International Energy Agency (IEA)/OECD and was Japan’s senior official
for Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC). He played a central role in Asia’s economic
integration, promoting FTAs in the region as well as serving as a senior official negotiating the
Doha development agenda of the WTO. He was head of Japan’s Energy Agency and held
director-general positions in technology and environmental policy in addition to trade and
investment-related areas within METI. He was also instrumental in finalizing the Kyoto
Protocol, and developing Japan’s energy and environment policies. Among many other posts
Kusaka has held are Special Adviser to the Prime Minister on Global Warming, senior vice
president of Mitsubishi Electric, executive adviser to Dentsu Inc., and president of the Japan
Cooperation Center for the Middle East.
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Dr. Keiichiro Komatsu (DPhil in International Relations, University of Oxford) is the Principal
of London-based think tank Komatsu Research and Advisory (KRA), established in 2005. He is
also a JETRO Senior Fellow, and has had distinguished careers in both business and academia.
KRA is an expert in business development and country risk-analysis with global coverage,
though with particular focus on Europe, the Middle East, Asia, Russia, North America, and
Africa. KRA’s past clients include JOGMEC, JICA, NEXI, JBIC, and JFC, and it is currently
focusing on developing an economic zone centred on the Indian Ocean Rim.

From 1979-1989, he worked for the Japanese semi-governmental Central Co-operative Bank for
Commerce and Industry (The Shoko Chukin Bank), firstly in Tokyo and then as Assistant Vice-
President in New York. He also worked as a currency trader on Wall Street. In 1995, he joined the
Sub-Sahara Development Bureau at the World Bank as the Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
Consultant, where he matched Japanese, South Korean, Malaysian, and Indonesian SMEs with
companies in developing countries. He was particularly in charge of planning an economic mission
to Madagascar and Mauritius in 1996 for which he secured the participation of 43 Japanese
companies covering many different market sectors. He was also involved in establishing the
financial banking institution for Malagasy SMEs known as FASP (fonds d’appui au secteur privé).

After working at the World Bank, he has held several positions: Senior Trade Advisor to the
British government’s Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) and subsequently British Trade
International (now known as Department for International Trade); industrial researcher for
JETRO in Egypt; and Special Advisor to the President of the Republic of Madagascar.
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Professor Matthew Goodwin (PhD, University of Bath) is Professor of Politics at Rutherford
College, University of Kent, and Visiting Senior Fellow at the Royal Institute of International
Affairs, Chatham House. He is known for his work on Britain and Europe, radicalism,
immigration and Euroscepticism. He contributes regularly to debates and discussions on BBC
News, Bloomberg, Sky News, Al Jazeera, Radio 4, CNN and many more.

His contribution to research has been recognised by several bodies. In 2014, he was recipient of
the Richard Rose Prize for his distinctive contribution to the study of politics. In the same year,
he was awarded the Communicator Prize for his dissemination of social science research to a
wider audience. In 2015, he won the Paddy Power Political Book of the Year for Revolt on the
Right, co-authored with Robert Ford.

Professor Goodwin has several other roles and responsibilities. Since 2008 he has been co-editor
of the Routledge book series on Extremism and Democracy. Between 2011 and 2015 he served
as a member of the UK government's working group on anti-Muslim hatred. Since 2013 he has
been a Trustee and member of the executive committee of the Political Studies Association, a
leading association for the study of politics that was founded in 1950. Professor Goodwin is an
outward-facing researcher who shares the view that social science should be as much about
contributing to wider society as to the social sciences.
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Professor Ramiarison Herinjatovo Aimé (PhD in Commerce from Meiji University, Japan) is the
Professor of Economics at the University of Antananarivo. He also acts as the Director of
ODRES (research laboratory) at the University of Antananarivo, as well as the scientific
supervisor of the international research project NOPOOR for Madagascar, which is financed by
the European Union. He is one of the 12 eminent specialists of the IMF Advisory Group on sub-
Saharan Africa.

Specialised in the regions of Madagascar, Sub-Saharan Africa, and East Asia, he has a wide-
ranging research area, including aid issues, industrialisation, macroeconomics, economic
growth, public policy, employment, labour market, development economics, and international
trade.

Prior to taking up the current positions, he worked as the Co-Director of the research project
‘Prospects of Garment Industry in Madagascar’ in partnership with the Institute of Developing
Economies (IDE-JETRO) (Japan); the Director of OMEF, a public organisation affiliated to the
Ministry of Labour and Civil services (Madagascar) which is in charge of labour market analysis
and employment issues; and Special Adviser to the Minister of Economy, Trade, and Industry of
Madagascar. He has many publications in English, French, and Japanese, and has participated
in several high-level international conferences.
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Dr. Dong Yong-seung

Representative of Oriental Link, ROK, and former Economic Security Team Chief, Samsung Economic
Research Institute (April 1989-July 2015)

Born in 1963.

B.A. and Master of Economics from Yonsei University and PhD of Economics from Sungkyunkwan University.
He was also a member of Council of Policy Advisors to President Lee Myung-bak as well as a member of
Council of Advisors on foreign and security policy to the BLUE HOUSE.
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Ms. Yoriko Kawaguchi is a former Member of the House of Councilors for the Liberal Democratic Party
from 2005 to 2013. She was Special Adviser to the Prime Minister of Japan on foreign affairs from 2004 to
2005; Minister for Foreign Affairs from 2002 to 2004 and Minister of the Environment from 2000 to 2002.
She also served as Co-chair of the International Commission on Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Disarmament
from 2008 to 2010; Prior to this, Ms. Kawaguchi was a Managing Director of Suntory Ltd, Director General
of Global Environmental Affairs at the Ministry of International Trade and Industry, and Minister at the
Embassy of Japan to the United States. Recently after holding a professorship at Meiji Institute for Global
Affairs (MIGA), Meiji University from 2013 to March 31, 2017, Ms. Kawaguchi holds a fellowship at MIGA
since April 1, 2017. Her recent activities include Member of the Board of Trustees, International Crisis
Group; Council Member and Distinguished Fellow, Asia Society Policy Institute; Member of the Board of
Trustees, United States-Japan Foundation; Commissioner, the Great Britain Sasakawa Foundation and so on.
Ms. Kawaguchi holds an M.Phil in Economics from Yale University and a BA in International Relations from
the University of Tokyo. Ms. Kawaguchi was awarded the Order of the Grand Cordon of the Rising Sun in
May, 2017.



