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How to tackle increasing geopolitical risks surrounding Japanese companies
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Mr. Kazumasa Kusaka has been Chairman and CEO of the Japan Economic Foundation (JEF)
since April 1, 2013, and is also a Professor at University of Tokyo Graduate School of Public Policy.
He previously served for 36 years in Japan’s Ministry of International Trade and Industry (MITI),
rising to become vice-minister for international affairs in the reorganized Ministry of Economy, Trade
and Industry (METI) in 2004. During his long career in public service, Kusaka was seconded to the
International Energy Agency (IEA)/OECD and was Japan’s senior official for Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation (APEC). He played a central role in Asia’s economic integration, promoting FTAs in the
region as well as serving as a senior official negotiating the Doha development agenda of the WTO.
He was head of Japan’s Energy Agency and held director-general positions in technology and
environmental policy in addition to trade and investment-related areas within METI. He was also
instrumental in finalizing the Kyoto Protocol, and developing Japan’s energy and environment
policies. Among many other posts Kusaka has held are Special Adviser to the Prime Minister on
Global Warming, senior vice president of Mitsubishi Electric, executive adviser to Dentsu Inc., and
president of the Japan Cooperation Center for the Middle East.
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Dr. Keiichiro Komatsu (DPhil, University of Oxford) is the Principal of London-based think tank
Komatsu Research and Advisory (KRA), which he established in 2005. He has had distinguished
careers in both business and academia. He has worked at the Central Co-operative Bank for
Commerce and Industry in Japan, the World Bank, the British government’s Department of Trade
and Industry (Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy) and British Trade International
(Department for International Trade), and as Special Advisor to the President of the Republic of
Madagascar. KRA specialises in business development and country risk-analysis with global
coverage, though with particular focus on Europe, the Middle East, Asia, Russia, North America, and
Africa. KRA’s past clients include JOGMEC, JICA, NEXI, JBIC, and JFC, and it is currently focusing
on developing an economic zone centred on the Indian Ocean Rim. He is also a JETRO Senior
Fellow.

His publications include ‘Origins of the Pacific War and the Importance of “Magic™.
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Sir Graham Fry was British Ambassador to Japan from 2004 to 2008. He was awarded Grand Cordon
of the Order of the Rising Sun (Spring 2018) During his 36 years in the Diplomatic Service, he was
posted three times to Tokyo (1974-8, 1989-93 and 2004-8), was British High Commissioner
(=ambassador) to Malaysia (1998-2001) and specialised in Asian affairs. Since retiring from diplomatic
service in 2008, he has maintained his involvement with Japan as a Director of Eisai Co Ltd (2012-7),
as an adviser to Mitsubishi Heavy Industries and other companies, as a trustee of SOAS, University
of London (2008-2015) and through lectures and articles. He lives in the UK and is Chair of his local
Wildlife Trust, a hature conservation NPO.
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Mr. Raj MAKOOND (MSc, University of Surrey) is one of the key strategic thinkers and driving
persons of the Mauritian economy of the last three decades. He started his career as Economist and
then Senior Economist at the Ministry of Economic Planning & Development. He was seconded to
the Ministry of Commerce, and Deputy Prime Minister’s Office, and Ministry of Tourism (1976-1990).
Since 1990, he has been driving the Mauritian private sector. He was Deputy-Secretary General of
the Mauritius Chamber of Commerce & Industry (1990 - 1993), Executive Director of the Joint
Economic Council (JEC), the coordinating body of the Mauritius private sector (1993-2015). Mr
Makoond then became the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Business Mauritius (2015-2018).
Business Mauritius is the apex private sector organisation of Mauritius which is the expanded
successor organisation of JEC between 2015 to 2018. He was on the Mauritius Negotiating Team
on WTO matters as well as ACP-EU relations for over two decades (1994-2018). He is currently
Chairman of the University of Technology of Mauritius, Chairman of the Financial Services Institute,
Chairman of Business Mauritius Regional Energy Working Group and Program Director of Eclosia
Group.
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Dr. Dong Yong-seung graduated from Yonsei University with a degree in Economics and a Ph.D.
in Commerce from Sungkyunkwan University. From 1989 to July 2015, he researched on North
Korean economy and inter-Korean relations at the Samsung Economic Research Institute, and
served as the head of the economic security team. He is a former member of Council of Policy
Advisors to the President of the Republic of Korea as well as a member of Council of Advisors on
foreign and security policy to the BLUE HOUSE. Currently, he is the director of the Institute of Good
Farmers (NGO).

His major books (in Korean) include 'Inter-Korean Economic Cooperation' (Samsung Economic
Research Institute, 1995) and 'Inter-Korean Economic Cooperation Guidelines' (Samsung
Economic Research Institute, 2001).
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Dr. James Hoare was the first British representative (2001-2002) to the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, and opened the British Embassy in Pyongyang.

He holds PhD in Japanese history from School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London
(SOAS) and is now a SOAS Research Associate. He is also an Associate Fellow, Asia Programme
at Chatham House (The Royal Institute of International Affairs).

From 1969 to 2003, he was a member of the British Foreign and Commonwealth Research
Analysts, working mainly on China, Japan and the Korean peninsula. He was posted to Seoul
(1981-85) and Beijing (1988-91).

He has produced several books, including an Historical Dictionary of the People’s Democratic
Republic of Korea (2012). His latest work, Historical Dictionary of the Republic of Korea appeared

in June 2015. New and expanded editions of both will appear in 2019. He lives in London.



